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SUB J : COMPALINT OF US EXPORTER OF LUBRICANTS IN AEROSOL CANS 

1. LPS RESEARCH LABORATORIES, INC., OF LOS ANGELES, HAS 
INFORMED SENATOR CRANSTON'S OFFICE OF A PROBLEM IT HAS 
IN JAPAN REGARDING SALES OF ITS INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS IN 
AEROSOL CANS. THE SENATOR WROTE SECRETARY DENT ON THE 
PROBLEM EXPRESSING HOPE THAT JAPAN S LIBERALIZATON EF- 
FORTS WILL NOT BE OUTWEIGHED BY PROLIFERATION OF NTB'S. 

FACTS AS OUTLINED TO US BY CRANSTON'S OFFICE AND LPS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: (A) DURING THE LAST SIX MONTHS, JAPANESE 
IMPORTERS OF LPS PRODUCTS REPORTEDLY HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
"DELAYS AND COMPLICATONS" IN OBTAINING RELEASE OF THESE 
PRODUCTS FROM JAPANESE CUSTOMS. LPS S JAPANESE CUSTOMERS 
HAVE CANCELLED ORDERS FOR THESE PRODUCTS AS A RESULT OF 
SUCH DELAYS LASTING ONE OR EVEN TWO MONTHS. (B) LPS 
SURMISES THAT THE DELAYS ARISE FROM THE TIME REQUIRED TO 
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PRODUCT SAFETY STANDARD, BUT CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE NEED 
FOR THE PROLONGED DELAY TO CLEAR CUSTOMS. THE LUBRICANTS 
LPS SELLS ARE NOT ENCLOSED IN SOLDERED CANS BUT IN 
STRONGER WELDED CANS WHICH CAN WITHSTAND UP TO 200 POUNDS 
OF PRESSURE PER INCH EVEN THOUGH THE AEROSOL CANS FOR 
LPS PRODUCTS CONTAIN ONLY 40 POUNDS OF PRESSURE. (C) LPS 
IS INCLINED TO BELIEVE THE EXPLANATION FOR THE RECENT DIF- 
FICULTIES OFFERED BY THE MANAGER IN LOS ANGELES OF THE 
GOMIYA COMPANY OF TOKYO, A PAST BUYER OF LPS PRODUCTS WHOSE 
PURCHASE CONTRACT WITH LPS WAS VOIDED RECENTLY. THIS 
MANAGER ATTRIBUTES THE NEW OBSTACLES TO A DELIBERATE 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (GOJ) POLICY TO SLOW THE GROWTH RATE 
OF JAPANESE IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES. (D) THE 
PRODUCTS IN QUESTION CONSIST OF COMPOUNDED LUBRICANTS, IN 
CLUDING THOSE USED ON LANDING GEARS OF AIRCRAFT. PRICES 
ON THE AFFECTED PRODUCTS IN AEROSOL CANS WERE NOT IN- 
CREASED EITHER PRIOR TO OR SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF PRESENT 
DIFFICULTIES. SOME JAPANESE IMPORTERS HAVE SHIFTED ORDERS 
FOR SIMILAR PRODUCTS TO WEST GERMAN SUPPLIERS. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INVESTIGATE AND COMMENT ON 
THE ACCURACY OF ABOVE STATEMENTS AND ALLEGATIONS, AND TO 
PROVIDE SUMMARY AND TEXT OF APPLICABLE JAPANESE SAFETY 
STANDARD ON AEROLSOL CANS. WHILE RELUCTANT TO EMBARRASS 
GOMIYA COMPANY WHICH HE STILL CONSIDERED POTENTIAL 
FUTURE CUSTOMER, LPS DID NOT RULE OUT POSSIBLE EMBASSY 
APPROACH TO THEM ON DISCREET BASIS. 

3. REPLY REQUESTED ASAP TO SATISFY INTEREST OF SENATOR 
CRANSTON. KISSINGER 
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